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Background Information 
First Puerto Rico Energy Code 

·First code to be used in Puerto 
Rico, was adopted on December 
19, 1978. 

 

·Was established following the 
energy crisis of the 1970Ωǎ. 

 

·The code was based on ASHRAE 
Standard 90.75 & 90.75R, and 
the άaƻŘŜƭ Energy /ƻŘŜέ 
amended for the local climate. 

 



Background Information 
Final Adoption of UBC 1997 

 

· On November 23, 1999 new amendments 
where approved finalizing the emergency 
regulation process, these amendments 
where placed in effect on December 8, 
1999. On the amendments an energy code 
was not specified, and placing Puerto Rico 
in violation of 42USC6833. 

 

·LǘΩǎ been 11 years since the adoption of the 
UBC 1997 and Puerto Rico has yet to 
implement a building energy code. 



American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 2009 

·Under the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA), the adoption of energy conservation codes is 
explicitly stated within their scope in energy related matters. 

·Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
·$33 Millions - Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants 

(EECBG) 

·$48 Millions -  Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) 

·3.7 Millions ɀ State Energy Efficiency Appliance  Rebate Program  
(SEEARP) 

·$37 Millions - State Energy Program (SEP) 

· Implementation of Building Energy Code 
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Building Energy Conservation Codes 
· Residential Buildings 

· Required by ARRA 2009 
· Energy Savings equal or greater than 

International Energy Conservation 
Code 2009 

 
· Commercial Buildings  

· Required by ARRA 2009 
· Energy Savings equal or greater than 

ASHRAE 90.1 ɀ 2007 
 
· A plan for the jurisdiction  achieving 

compliance with  the building  energy code 
or codes within  8 years of the date of 
enactment of this Act in at least 90% of 
new residential and commercial building  
space. 
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